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Extracting DNA from kiwi fruit and strawberries
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1. Check with your teacher how you should record what you do in this practical.

2. Place the bottle of methylated spirits on ice to keep cool.

3. Place a strawberry or the flesh from a half kiwi fruit in the plastic bag.

4. Seal the bag.

5. Squash the fruit inside the plastic bag.

6. Add 50 cm3 of extraction solution to the bag, seal and mix.

7. Place the bag in a water bath at 60(C for 15 minutes.

8. Place a coffee filter in a filter funnel and place the filter funnel in a boiling tube.

9. Pour the fruit mixture from the bag through the filter until the boiling tube is one quarter full.

10. Place in ice until cool.

11. Using a pipette, gently run cold methylated spirits down the inside of the boiling tube so that it forms a purple layer on top of the green layer until the tube is half full.

12. Strands of DNA will appear rising from the green layer into the purple layer.  You can pull out the strands using a plastic loop.










Where can you find DNA?


How can you get DNA out of living things?








To share


50 cm3 extraction solution (made from salt, washing up liquid and water)


Ripe kiwi fruit (½) or strawberry	Filter funnel 


Self-seal plastic bag	Coffee filter


Beaker	Methylated spirits


Beaker ½ full of ice	Boiling tube











For each group


Water bath at 60 (C








You will need:
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