
The publication (19/11/19) of the Scottish Parliament Education and Skills Committee ‘Report of 

STEM in early years education’ 1 is welcomed by SSERC in that it reinforces the critical role and 

impact that we currently play in the provision of quality professional learning to support the 

education community in Scotland;  

‘SSERC training, whilst being only one of a number of forms of training available to the private and 

third sectors, has been particularly praised in evidence to the Committee.’ (Scottish Parliament 

Corporate Body 2019 page 14). 

As the organisation that provides the strategic lead for the STEM Ambassador programme in 

Scotland, SSERC is pleased that the report highlights the important contribution that STEM 

Ambassadors make supporting STEM in early years; 

‘The Committee sought to get a sense of the reach of some of the positive programmes currently 

available that support training and associated confidence levels. At the Committee workshop around 

a third of attendees indicated they had involvement with STEM Ambassadors.’ (Scottish Parliament 

Corporate Body 2019 page 17). 

SSERC particularly welcomes the recognition within the report and contained within 

recommendation 7 that we are well placed to support the STEM training in the private and third 

sector early learning settings as well as within local authority early year establishments;  

‘Private and third sector providers are key to the delivery of funded childcare including the expansion 
to 1,140 hours for all children over the age of three by August 2020. The Committee welcomes the 
Minister for Further Education, Higher Education and Science's commitment to consider the extent to 
which sufficient training on STEM, including from the Scottish Schools Education Research Centre, is 
accessible to those in private and third sector early learning settings. The Committee requests a 
detailed update on this work in the Scottish Government's response to this report. Scottish 
Parliament Corporate Body 2019 (page 1). 
 

SSERC looks forward to continued discussions with Scottish Government and Local Authorities to 

map out an effective STEM professional learning programme that builds upon the successful work 

currently undertaken by the organisation to support early years practitioners and childminders and 

which could be expanded across Scotland whilst recognising current financial constraints.  

As an organisation providing ongoing professional learning to support the school technician 

profession, SSERC notes that the report highlights the negative impact of ‘the overall reduction in the 

number of school technicians impacts on the ability of secondary school teachers to demonstrate 

some STEM learning experiences.’ (Scottish Parliament Corporate Body 2019 page 23)   SSERC is well 

placed to further expand the professional learning support that we currently provide to this all too 

often neglected and undervalued sector of the education community in Scotland. 

 

 
1Scottish Parliament Corporate Body. (2019) Report on STEM in early years education [online] 

Available at: https://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/latest-publications.aspx (Accessed 

19th November 2019) 
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The Report highlights the negative impact that funding has in relation to the opportunities to 

support STEM practical activities in teaching environments.  Through our partnership with The Edina 

Trust, all schools participating the SSERC Primary Cluster Programme have access to up to £700 in 

grant funding to purchase resources to support STEM based practical activities in the classroom.  

 

Notes: 

SSERC is formally constituted as a not-for-profit company limited by guarantee and a registered 

Scottish Charity set up for the benefit of Scottish Education. All 32 Scottish Local Authorities are 

members of the company. Although in existence since 1965, SSERC was formally incorporated and 

registered as a charity in 1991. SSERC’s services are complex, highly specific and unique in Scottish 

education. 

SSERC offers a broad portfolio of services, principally in support of the STEM (Science, Technology, 

Engineering and Mathematics) areas of the curriculum, which are not available from any other 

source and which can be broken down into three main stands of activity: - 

• Provision of Career Long Professional Learning (CLPL) for early years, primary and secondary 

teachers and school and college technicians 

• The Advisory Service 

• Lead Coordination role for STEM Ambassadors in Scotland and wider STEM engagement 

activities including the development and implementation of the Young STEM Leader 

programme in Scotland. 

The SSERC Primary Cluster Programme in Science and Technology (PCP) is a national career-long 

professional learning (CLPL) programme designed to improve the confidence and expertise of all 

primary teachers in a participating cluster in their teaching of science and technology. 

The Edina Trust's main charitable purpose is to support science education at primary school level.  

We currently run a Science Grant Scheme that offers grants to all state-funded primary schools, 

nurseries and special schools in designated geographical areas 

 


