Using The Accelerometer With Logger Pro Software

It is assumed that you have:
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· Charged up your wireless accelerometer and fitted it to a trolley;

· Installed your Bluetooth “dongle” (please follow carefully the instructions about installing drivers for your dongle- we had no problems installing it on one of our laptops but hours of fun on another that already had drivers for a different dongle);

· Installed Logger Pro software (it comes with your accelerometer). If you are using a laptop borrowed from Road Safety Scotland, all the above apart from the charging will have been done for you.
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· Put the dongle in the USB port of your laptop.

· Switch on your accelerometer.

The Bluetooth indicator light is red because your accelerometer is not yet talking to your computer.

· Start Logger Pro by opening the file “crash test use this one”. You should see the opening screen below.
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We will now connect the accelerometer wirelessly to the laptop.

Go to the Experiment menu, choose :

Connect Interface ( Wireless ( Scan for Wireless devices, as shown below:
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When we did this, almost without fail we got the following error message:
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Equally predictably, clicking the Yes button brought up the following screen:
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Note that each accelerometer has its own name. This is so that you can have several of them in a classroom at once. Yours might not be called Coulomb03.
Click OK. The accelerometer and the laptop should now be talking to one another. The Bluetooth light on the accelerometer will turn green.

You may be met with the following message:
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Just say No.

Place your trolley at rest at the bottom of the test slope. Click the zero button 
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(middle one shown left). You should see the following box:
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Make sure the (X) box is ticked. The others don’t matter for this activity.

Press OK.
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When you are ready to take a measurement, click the green button. The green button changes to red. Release the trolley. Logger Pro will record acceleration for 10 seconds. 

You should see a graph like this:
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To get an accurate reading of acceleration, move the mouse cursor to the top of the highest acceleration peak. At the bottom left corner of the graph you will see a pair of numbers. In the diagram above they have been circled in blue.


You can autoscale your graph, i.e. have it make best use of the space on the screen, by clicking the leftmost button shown here.


When you have written down the acceleration, clear your results by going to Data and selecting Clear All Data.
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