Risk Assessment
Use of Pottery Kiln
	HAZARD


	PERSON (S) 

AFFECTED
	EXISTING CONTROL MEASURES

	Hot surfaces
	Staff
Pupils
	Hot materials handled with tongs or other suitable tools
Gloves providing suitable thermal protection to EN407 and protective eye wear should be worn when removing ware while the kiln is still warm.
Protective eye wear to EN166 fitted with filters conforming to EN171 should be used when removing spy hole plugs to inspect cones when the kiln is hot

Kilns situated in working areas should have a barrier or kiln cage

	Fire
	Staff
Pupils
	Detailed fire risk assessment conducted and reviewed annually
Rubbish not allowed to accumulate / located in separate room / area

Flammable materials are not to be stored in the kiln room

Clear circulation space is maintained at all times (450mm)

Co2 fire extinguisher positioned in vicinity

For further information please see protocol for ‘Fire Safety’

	Electrocution
	Staff

Pupils
	No access to live heating elements – interlocking device where the kiln door can not be opened before the mains supply is switched off

Kiln should be installed by a competent electrician in accordance with BS7671:2001
Accessible and labelled isolation point

Extension leads / multiway plugs not to be used to connect kiln

Visual inspection conducted before use

The electrical installation and the kiln must be regularly inspected by a properly trained competent person

	Chemicals
	Staff

Pupils
	Less hazardous chemicals used wherever possible

Effective hand washing after using ceramic materials and chemicals

All materials are properly labelled and stored, and appropriate warnings are included in the labelling

Material Safety Data Sheet for substances obtained from supplier and guidance followed

COSHH assessments completed for all hazardous chemicals and control measures implemented

Immediate cleaning up of any spillage

	Dust / Fume
	Staff

Pupils
	Cleaning routines used to limit the generation of dusts

Dry materials stored in sealed containers, spillages cleaned up immediately

Area regularly cleaned to prevent build up of clay dust.  Floors wet mopped daily

Tables and surfaces to be cleaned whilst clay is damp

Aprons regularly laundered

Good natural ventilation (e.g. through doors / windows or extraction fan

Do not use lead based glazes

	Gas
	Staff

Pupils
	A master isolation valve should be installed in the gas pipe supplying the kiln in a position where it can be safely operated

Each kiln should have a lever-operated isolation valve on the gas control train inlet

Kilns should be purged with at least 5 times their volume of air before ignition is attempted

Burners should be fitted with flame safeguard devices to cut off the gas supply if the flame goes out

The kiln should not be used if there are signs of combustion products leaking from the flue, eg staining of nearby surfaces 

Gas systems should be regularly maintained, preferably by a gas fitter employed by a Gas-Safe registered company or a specialist kiln engineer. 

	Slips and Trips
	Staff

Pupils
	Ensure good housekeeping in the kiln room

Provide wet floor signs when floor is moped

Dry mop floors after spillages

There should be adequate clearance between the kiln and the ceiling

There should be sufficient clearance around the kiln to allow access for maintenance, servicing and free movement of air 

For further information please see risk assessment and protocol for ‘Slips and Trips’

	Manual handling
	Staff

Pupils
	Teachers or technicians should normally load kilns

Pupils carefully supervised and correct procedures for loading and unloading strictly observed

Appropriate footwear worn

Mechanical lifting aids available (trolleys etc)

Heavy items stored at waist level

For further information please see protocol for ‘Manual Handling’

	Safety
	Staff

Pupils
	Kiln only to be used by competent operators

Students use only under supervision

Kilns should be located away from general work areas and preferably sited in a separate room or area.   

Written procedures on safe use and emergency procedures posted next to kiln

Kiln control panel doors and covers should be kept secured in position (eg with locks, bolts or allen screws) while the kilns is in use


This is a model risk assessment – you must include further control measures where applicable

Date:

Signed:



Risk rating with all control measures in place Low/Medium/High

