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	Activity assessed
	Dry ice in indicator

	Date of assessment
	24th March 2014

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	


	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
	What further action is needed?
	Action by whom?
	Action by when?
	Done

	Dry ice is extremely cold – cryogenic hazard.
Carbon dioxide is an asphyxiant.
	Demonstrator handling the dry ice for the demonstration.
Demonstrator, technician or audience by asphyxiation.
	Wear thick gloves to handle the solid.
Not a risk if there are only small amounts (eg as prepared by a snopack).

If there is a larger box it should be stored in a well-ventilated place
	
	
	
	


	Description of activity:

Hot water is placed in a large flask or beaker, some universal indicator is added and then some lumps of dry ice are dropped in.
These bubble producing clouds of heavy white ‘smoke’.

At the same time the indicator will change from green to yellow signifying a weak acid.


	Additional comments:

If dry ice is purchased in bulk, be aware of the Health & Safety requirements for storage.
If dry ice is made using a ‘snowpack’ type adaptor. Be sure to follow the instructions for use of the specific device.


SSERC Risk Assessment (revised version November 2009)


(based on HSE ‘5 steps to risk assessment’) 
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