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Give your webcam 


�








Web cams and digital cameras tend to have filters behind their lenses to remove “noise” caused by infrared radiation. Here we look at a way to remove this filter from a particular model of webcam, Tesco’s Value model.


Note that this will not turn your webcam into a thermal imaging camera. The wavelengths emitted by objects at body temperature are too long to be detected. Nevertheless, you will be able to carry out many interesting experiments and activities.











Step 3: If you have a pair of heavy duty snips, put on eye protection, grip the assembly with the snips at a position two “threads “ from the end*. Close the snips.








Step 1: Unscrew the lens assembly.





Step 2: Examine the lens assembly. At the back is the IR filter, held in place by a plastic ring. This can be prised off, eventually, and with some difficulty. However...








This should cleanly break off the end. The IR filter may fly off (we did ours with our hands in a box). Refit the lens assembly. You may have slightly damaged the thread but it should go on again with a little persistence.








*Of course we know there’s only one continuous thread, but you know what we mean.








