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Active Talk Activity
)

Clustering
Clustering is a way of helping students to transfer information between themselves whilst looking for and developing their own links between the statements and/or facts.  Thus making them effective contributors.

Method
1. A card with a statement or fact is given to each student.  
2. Students read their statement to ensure that they understand its meaning.  
3. Students move around and compare their statement with those on other students’ cards.  
4. If two students decide that there is a link between their statements they form a cluster.  
5. Another student can join the cluster if their statement is connected to other statements in the cluster.  
6. Students can decide to break into sub-clusters if they see any patterns within the connections. 
7. Students can give their cluster a name.  
8. The teacher can ask groups to introduce their cluster and explain why they have formed a group and/or sub-group
9. It is a good idea if main findings are written on a board or flip chart whilst students are presenting their groupings.
10. A debrief afterwards is beneficial and can check for any new learning or interesting information gained. 
The whole class discussion at the end allows the teacher to cover any gaps, address any misunderstandings or conceptual errors and plan for future learning.  
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