

Salt Dough Recipe

3 cups            Flour(plain)

1 cup             Salt

approx 1 cup  Water

Mix the dry flour and salt together.

Gradually add the water and keep mixing.

When it is all bound together, knead until it becomes non-sticky and elastic.

You can add a teaspoonful of vegetable oil to help with the kneading process but it is not essential. If it seems too wet and sticky add a little more flour and knead some more.

Roll it out on the surface you will use it on.

Add a sprinkling of flour over the top to stop any sticking when you try to make your impressions.

A muddy clue!

John, Jamie, Kim and Meg have made a great den in an old shed. Jamie’s dad has a big factory making cardboard boxes and the shed really belongs to him, but it is away down behind the factory and he never uses it so the children are able to play there.

They have meetings there and have made it comfortable with a table and old boxes to sit on. They have been trying to earn some money to buy more things for the den by washing cars for people. They have £23 already and to keep it safe they have put the money in a tin hidden in a corner behind a bit of wood. At the next meeting they are going to decide what to spend it on.

Oh no! 

 Meg is first to arrive on Saturday for the meeting and she sees the door is open a little and when she checks she finds the money is missing.

The friends are very upset and wonder who could have taken it. They have a few suspects. John and Kim each have a big brother who knew they were raising money and Meg has a twin who is jealous of the fun Meg has with the group. When the friends are looking for clues they find part of a footprint in a muddy patch outside the door. They check their own trainers and it doesn’t match with them so they think finding the owner of the footprint might lead them to the thief. John got a new camera phone for his birthday so he takes a picture of the footprint to record it.

Kim’s hobby is making ornaments and jewellery from salt dough and she realises that they could use salt dough to take impressions of the suspects’ trainers and see if they can find a match with the footprint in the photo.



