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SAPS BIOTECHNOLOGY
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Fun with Forensics    
                                    Footprint Guide


Teacher Guide

Setting the scene

This activity can be used as part of an assessment of skills and knowledge but is intended to be fun!

Item from the crime scene

Show samples of soil from the crime scene and from the soles of the four suspects’ trainers.  Also have available samples of soil from the football field and from the back garden.  All containers should be labelled to show where the soil came from.

Discussion

What evidence might be provided by soil found at the scene of a crime?

How could we investigate this?

How could this be used to help solve the crime?

Could this prove who did the deed?

It is important to emphasise the limitations of analysing this type of evidence – it may be possible to prove someone was at the crime scene but not that they committed the crime or were present at the time the crime was committed!

Curriculum links 

In reviewing & reporting on tasks in order of complexity of thought processes
a: pupils should be able to write a systematic and structured report outlining the key stages in their investigation using appropriate illustrations and scientific vocabulary

b: pupils should now be able to evaluate a range of aspects of the investigation including relevance and reliability of evidence.
Technical guide

Materials per individual group

Colour photographs of each of the suspects’ trainers (supplied).

Black and white photographs of each of the suspects’ trainers (supplied).

Colour photograph of the footprint found on the desk (supplied).

Black and white photograph of the footprint found on the desk (supplied).

Hand lenses.





























































