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Fun with Forensics    
                                   Fingerprint Guide


Teacher Guide

Setting the scene

This activity can be used as part of an assessment of skills and knowledge but is intended to be fun!

Introduce the topic via the sheet ‘Fingerprint Detective’ to set the scene.

Various permutations of the pupil sheets are possible.

(i) Pupils take their fingerprint from a smooth surface such as a CD.

(ii) Pupils can then practice taking their own fingerprints using an ink pad. (practice may be necessary to obtain decent prints).

Pupils can then team up with others who have the same type of print to see that although they are of the same type they are not identical. It may be advisable to check that it is acceptable for them to do this and to record their prints on the sheet.  If not, skip this sheet of ‘Fingerprint analysis’. 

(iii) Finally pupils observe prints supposedly taken from the suspects and from the crime scene.

Item from the crime scene

Laminate ‘fingerprint Suspect’ sheets and show these to the class.

Discussion

What evidence might be provided from a fingerprint found at the scene of a crime?

How could we investigate this?

How could this be used to help solve the crime?

Could this prove who did the deed?

It is important to emphasise the limitations of analysing this type of evidence – it may be possible to prove someone was at the crime scene but not that they committed the crime or were present at the time the crime was committed!

Class then go on to examine the fingerprints in groups and to record their observations.  

Group complete discussion points sheet and record these individually on the sheet provided.   

Curriculum links 

Skill Areas 

Carrying out a Task and Reviewing & Reporting on Task in orfer of complexity of thought processes:
a: 
pupils should now be able to give an illustrated report organised in an appropriate sequence with appropriate illustrations describing what they did, what happened and their conclusions

b:
pupils should be able to write a systematic and structured report outlining the key stages in their investigation using appropriate illustrations and scientific vocabulary

c:  
pupils should now be able to evaluate a range of aspects of the investigation including relevance and reliability of evidence.

Technical Guide
Materials per individual group

An ink pad (of type used in school office) or specialist pads such as those available from companies such as

WA Products at http://www.waproducts.net Or

 CSIEquipment at CSIequipment.com
These companies can also supply the lifting tape, magnetic powder and magnetic wand which is also needed. 

Some paper towels (to clean their fingers afterwards) 

Some magnifying glasses





























































