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	Rare orchids have been found growing on a spoil tip next to an old coal mine which could represent "evolution in progress" experts say.
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	'Future generations' 

Mr Macadam added: "They seem to thrive on post-industrial landscapes and Almond Bing is just ideal for that. 

"We don't know exactly how they got there, but we think they have been dormant in the soil and when the soil has been disturbed they have grown through the soil. 

"The bing is covered in trees and other kinds of growth, but these orchids are unique." 

Suzanne Cooper, spokeswoman for leading Plant protection charity Plantlife Scotland, said it was important to monitor rare plants to preserve them for future generations. 

She added: "We will be excited to see what happens, both to the seeds being propagated and those that have been sown on site. 

"We hope the information we obtain will help Plantlife Scotland to give the right advice about the conservation of these plants here at Almond Bing and other similar sites." 
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