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	Identify the Hazards
	Who is at Risk?
	What is the Harm?
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	Control Measures Required
	Additional Information

	Employees and learners should be made aware of the following hazards.

1. Blade Contact

2. Trapped Fingers

3. Inadvertent Starting

4. Unstable Equipment
5. Blunt Blade

6. Unauthorised Use
7. Ejected Particles

	Technology teachers, technicians and competent students

Technology teachers, technicians and competent students

Technology teachers, technicians and competent students

Technology teachers, technicians and competent students

Technology teachers, technicians and competent students

User

Technology teachers, technicians and competent students


	Contact with blade can result in cuts to fingers and/or hands.
Slicing injury to fingers or hands due to trapping between the blade and fence.

Injury to fingers or hands due to the movement of the trimmer.

Injury to fingers, hands or feet if the trimmer moves during operation or falls off work surface.

Injury due to excessive force required to achieve a ‘cut’ with a blunt blade.

Unauthorised use 

Ejected particles of wood can lead to temporary or permanent eye damage.
	Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 

Trimming timber 


	The Mitre Trimmer can cause serious injury to hands and fingers as the blade cannot be effectively guarded. Only competent Technology teachers and technicians should use and demonstrate Mitre Trimmers.
Departments must decide on the competence of students and whether or not they are allowed to use the Mitre Trimmer.
As the blade is manually moved with the material held against a fixed ‘fence’ there is a potential risk of serious injury to fingers or hands. 

Hands should be placed on the operating handles at all times during operation for safe use.

Students require demonstration of Mitre Trimmer safe use from Technology teachers or technician. Safe practice should be demonstrated. Student training should stress the correct use and amount of timber removed on each pass of the blade.

The Mitre Trimmer should be securely fixed to a flat stable work surface when in use. If a moveable trolley is being used, brakes should be locked (if available). 

Blades should be kept sharp. Sliding mechanisms and guides should also be kept clean. Blunt blades should be reported immediately and use stopped. 

The Mitre Trimmer should be securely fixed and the blade immobilized when not in use. The Mitre Trimmer should not be left in operational mode.

Suitable eye protection PPE must be worn at all times.
	Reference BS 4163:2014
Manufacturer’s instruction guide should be followed and kept within the department for future reference.
Students must be closely supervised at all times when using the trimmer. At no time should the trimmer be used as a ‘saw’ in order to remove large quantities of material.

Mitre Trimmer can be secured to a work bench with a G-clamp or held in a bench vice. 

Blade sharpening, mechanism and guide cleaning should be part of a regular department maintenance programme.

The trimmer should only be un-padlocked for the time required; it should remain padlocked at all other times.

If possible, the operating handle should be removed or otherwise secured with a locking device.

Suitable eye protection conforming to BS EN 166:2002 1B should be used.

	
	
	
	
	
	


This is a generic Risk Assessment that must be modified to suit your place of work. The Risk Assessment modifications should take into consideration the activity, age/stage/pupil ability, department/working environment and the experience of the teacher in charge. If Control Measures Required as described are implemented the risk is reduced to an acceptable level for mainstream students.
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