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	Activity assessed
	Technicians Risk Assessment - Repair and Use of equipment

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	There is a possibility of accident from poor quality or unsuitable equipment.
	Anyone using it by a variety of ways
	The school should purchase equipment from a reputable supplier and ensure it is appropriate for educational use. (A particular point to look for is the presence of a 110/220 v switch on some electrical equipment – this is not suitable.
If there is any doubt about an item, contact SSERC for advice before purchase.
If equipment is of poor quality return to the supplier and let SSERC know as well.
	
	
	

	There is a possibility of accident from poorly maintained equipment.
	Anyone using it by a variety of ways
	Much equipment used in science and technology is relatively straightforward to maintain and repair.
A list should be drawn up of items (eg Bunsen burners) that need to be checked on a regular basis and a schedule should be drawn up for regular checking of these as required. 
This will include PAT testing which can be done inhouse or be contracted out.
Some items such as fume cupboards and pieces of workshop machinery must be regularly inspected by a ‘competent person’. In most cases a technician (or teacher) can become ‘competent. Contact SSERC for details.
	
	
	

	Potential accident from attempting to repair items beyond individual competence.
	Technicians during the repair or others using the equipment.
	Technicians (or others) should only undertake repairs of equipment if they are competent to do so. If they are in any doubt, they should not be pressured into attempting it.
Contact SSERC for how to achieve suitable competence if possible.
	
	
	

	Some equipment can be hazardous if not used properly.
	Technicians, teachers and pupils through inappropriate use of equipment.
	Use of any hazardous equipment, from scalpels and Bunsen burners up to welding torches must be risk assessed.
Appropriate training (and supervision if required) must be given to any persons using this equipment. This can very often be done internally. If there is doubt, contact SSERC for advice.
	
	
	



	Description of activity:

Maintenance and repair of various items in school science and technology from Bunsen burners and their tubing to lathes and 3D printers.





	Additional comments:

The schedule for checking equipment should be in the departmental handbook along with the person(s) responsible.
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