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	Activity assessed
	Using Glassware

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	Cracks in glassware can lead to breakage
	Technicians and others if glass cracks during usage spilling hot or harmful substances.
	Inspect glassware before starting exp. 
On observing cracks during experiment, stop immediately and remove from service – probably dispose.
Any liquids spilled should be dealt with as appropriate.
	
	
	

	Heating glassware

	Technicians and others. When heated, any inherent flaws in the glass can cause it to shatter.
	Glass should be pyrex (or heat-resistant equivalent)
Always use extreme care.
Avoid direct flames onto glassware (unless specific instructions given to do so).
Inspect before use for the appearance of cracks.
Eye protection should be worn when heating glass or other materials.
Any liquids spilled should be dealt with as appropriate.	
	
	
	

	Breakages – danger of splintering and cuts from sharp edges.


	Technicians and others by cuts
	Any breakages should be cleared up immediately using appropriate care and equipment.
Broken glass swept up and disposed of in specific “glassware bin”.
Any liquids spilled should be dealt with as appropriate.
	
	
	

	Handling hot glassware


	Technicians and others from burns.
	Glass can remain very hot for quite a long time.
Always use appropriate test tube holders, rubber gloves etc.
Otherwise, wait until glassware is cool enough to handle.
	
	
	
	



	Description of activity:

Any practical work involving use of glassware eg.test tubes, beakers, filter funnels, petri-dishes, flasks, measuring cylinders etc.





	Additional comments:

Hot glassware such as beakers, after heating, can be carried by the thick rim at the top, which is generally much cooler than the rest of the glass.
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