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	Activity assessed
	Broken Glassware

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	Cuts causing blood loss
	Anyone handling glassware (teachers, pupils or technicians)

Major cuts from sharp glass can cause loss of blood & fragments of glass can be embedded in a wound

	Inspect glassware carefully before cleaning it out.
All glass vessels should be checked for cracks and damage prior to use.
Never allow damaged glassware to be used.
Use glassware only for the purpose for which it was designed.
Handle glass carefully so that the likelihood of cuts is reduced. Be especially careful of high risk activities like putting glass tubing through bungs.
Hand protection should be used when handling broken glass any cuts that are sustained should be dealt with by a qualified first aider.  A list of first aiders must be readily available to all staff.
Broken glass must be cleared up immediately and placed in specially marked bins for later collection by appropriate members of cleaning staff.
Be particularly careful putting glass into washing up bowls. It is extremely hard to spot broken glass under water even without bubbles.
	
	
	

	Possible infection or poisoning from dirty glassware
	Anyone handling contaminated glassware (teachers, pupils or technicians)

	Particular care should be taken regarding the condition of glassware contaminated with microorganisms or toxins.
	
	
	



	Description of activity:








	Additional comments:

Broken glass can be extremely sharp, sharper than a scalpel, and can cause serious injury. 
1. Handle glass as carefully as possible to reduce the likelihood of glass breaking
2. Be extremely careful handling and clearing up broken glass.
3. Broken glass should be placed in a specific ‘sharps’ bin and this should be disposed of appropriately when full.
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