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	Activity assessed
	Technician Risk Assessment – Lone Working

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	When lone working, technicians should avoid high risk activities. Their line managers (or other senior staff members) should know they are lone working. There should be regular check-ins during the day to ensure safety and an emergency plan put in place in case there is no phone response.

	Scalpels and broken glass can cause serious cuts. 
	Technicians from cuts
	If at all possible, technicians should not work with sharp objects when lone working.
Extra care should be taken with glassware – especially washing up that has been left in water to soak as it may have broken and the cut glass will not be visible.
	
	
	

	There is the danger of electric shock from equipment
	Technicians from electric shock
	When lone working, technicians should avoid working with devices that have high voltage and/or current.
	
	
	

	There is a danger of injury from manual handling.
	Technicians from Musculo-skeletal injury.
	When working alone, staff should be especially vigilant about lifting items that might be heavy. Even more so than usual and particularly if they have a known or suspected weakness or injury.
If in any doubt, moving equipment should be left until there is assistance.
	
	
	

	Injuries from work equipment
	Technicians (especially in technology) from cuts, burns, entanglement etc.
	Staff should avoid lone working with machinery that could lead to injury or incapacitation.
	
	
	

	Injuries from fire/burns
	Technicians by burns
	When working alone, staff should refrain from using flammable substances except in very small quantities.
	
	
	

	Injuries from hazardous chemicals
	Technicians by exposure to toxic or corrosive materials either liquid or fumes.
	When working alone, staff should not use any substances whose hazards might lead to serious injury or incapacitation. Eg avoid concentrated acids, highly toxic or flammable substances etc.
Take extra care to check SSERC guidance on the handling of high hazard chemicals.
	
	
	



	Description of activity:

Lone working involves technicians (or others) working without colleagues (or other sources of assistance) close by. This does not just mean no one else being on the premises. If assistance is far enough away that they would be unaware of any problems or of cries for help, that too is lone working.

A list of high risk activities to be avoided should be drawn up and included in the departmental handbook.

There should be a clear lone-work policy in the school and/or department which lays out procedures such as contact arrangements.





	Additional comments:



image1.png




