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	Activity assessed
	Use of Thermometers

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	Cuts from sharp edges of glass if the thermometer breaks

	Anyone using a thermometer 
Cuts with consequent possible infection of wounds, loss of blood & fragments of glass embedded in a wound
Burns & scalds
Cuts etc.
	Check glass thermometers for breakage or cracks to the glass prior to use.  Never allow damaged thermometers to be used.  Hand protection should be worn when retrieving broken pieces of thermometer.
Ensure that care is taken when handling a hot thermometer.  A close-fitting heat resistant glove should be worn.
Take particular care when putting thermometers through corks or bungs.

	
	
	

	Overbalancing of apparatus can lead to spillage and breakage,

	Anyone using a thermometer 
Can lead to spillage of hot liquid or cuts from broken glass
	Long thermometers should not be allowed to rest on the edges of beakers.
Use shorter thermometers where possible or provide a support for the thermometer.
	
	
	

	Breakage of a mercury thermometer can lead to exposure to mercury, which is toxic, especially by inhalation.

	Anyone using a mercury thermometer by exposure to the metal.

	Alcohol in glass thermometers should be used for all temperatures within their range – unless there is a specific reason for using mercury devices.
Mercury in glass thermometers should only be used if other thermometers, either liquid in glass or electronic, cannot do the job.  
Mercury in glass thermometers should only be handled by staff & maybe some senior pupils under supervision and only where necessary.
They should be kept separate from the other thermometers so they cannot be used in error.
Take extra care if using mercury thermometers in melting point apparatus or ovens – the heat can vaporise any mercury that spills. Avoid using them for this if possible. If they do need to be used, make sure they are positioned and secured in such a way as to minimise any chance of breakage.
In the event of spillage, clear up according to procedures for dealing with any other mercury spillage. The materials used as well as the remaining glass should be bagged and kept for uplift as special waste. 
	
	
	



	Description of activity:






	Additional comments:

Modern digital thermometers are more accurate than mercury thermometers and much safer. 
Mercury thermometers do not have to be disposed of but since 2008 they cannot be purchased.
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