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	Activity assessed
	Disposal of Chemicals

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	Harm done from storage of inappropriate substances eg Tollen’s reagent.
	Technicians (probably) due to explosion.
	While it is normal, and good practice, to store many heavy metals including silver compounds for recycling or disposal, Tollens reagent forms shock sensitive explosives on standing and should be washed down the drain immediately after use.
	
	
	

	Substances become hazardous if there is too long a gap between pickups.
Eg potassium or peroxide in some solvents.
	Technicians due to explosion or other incidents.
	Any substance with a safe shelf life will continue to deteriorate while it is being kept for pick up. If this is too long then the substance may become dangerous.
A chemical uplift should be arranged on an annual basis, or as near as is possible.
Consult SSERC’s Safe Shelf Life list for prospective problems.
	
	
	

	Hazard due to mixing of incompatible substances in a waste bottle.
	Technician (possibly teacher and pupils) from explosion/rupturing of container.
	Mixed waste bottles are prone to this, particularly if there is not suitable control over the contents.
If a mixed waste bottle is to be used, it should only be added to by a competent person (eg the technician) to ensure incompatible substances do not mix – such as organic solvents and nitric acid.
	
	
	

	Harm from coming into contact with toxic waste while storing or disposing of it.
	Technician by skin/eye contact or sometimes inhalation.
	Most substances that need uplift are harmful to people as well as the environment so care should be taken not to allow these materials to come into contact with skin/eyes etc.
If needed, consult the SSERC Hazardous Chemicals Database to determine the nature of PPE to be worn and any other appropriate control measures.
	
	
	

	
	
	.

	
	
	



	Description of activity:

Disposal of residues from reactions as well as old and deteriorated stock can expose technician ( and others) to hazards.





	Additional comments:

Disposal to a bin is only possible for classroom materials which are not hazardous.  Eg salt, sugar.
Disposal to a sink is only possible for small quantities of water-soluble chemicals accompanied with copious dilution. 
Liquids which are insoluble in water or toxic should be collected in labelled waste bottles & held in storage for the annual collection by a contractor hired by the authority for the removal of unwanted chemicals from schools
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