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	Activity assessed
	Technician Risk Assessment – Microbiological Hazards

	Date of assessment
	August 2022

	Date of review (Step 5)
	

	School
	

	Department
	



	Step 1
	Step 2
	Step 3
	Step 4

	List Significant hazards here:
	Who might be harmed and how?
	What are you already doing?
What further action is needed?
	Actions

	
	
	
	by whom?
	Due date
	Done

	if micro-organisms are cultured or disposed of unsafely there is potential for infection
	Mainly technicians but also others handling plates etc.
	All work with micro-organisms should be according to the practices described in the SSERC document ‘Microbiology: A Code of Practice’.
There should be a member of staff, probably a technician, trained to Level 3 in order to prepare media, subculture organisms and dispose of materials.
	
	
	

	Accidental exposure to microorganisms from other sources is possible
	Teachers, technicians and pupils by exposure
	Soil, for instance contains many microorganisms. While handling, any cut and grazes should be covered with plasters and after handling, hands should be washed thoroughly.
Moist soil or compost should not be stored in warm, anaerobic conditions as that could lead to the growth of microbes and potential exposure to eg fungal spores on opening.
If animals are kept in schools then suitable precautions should be taken, especially cleaning them out and handling them to avoid potential transmission of disease.
When out of the school, collecting samples or on field trips. Suitable precautions should be taken in regard to Weil’s and Lyme diseases as well as other possible infections.
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



	Description of activity:

Various work with Microorganisms. Plus other potential routes of accidental exposure eg soil / compost, field trips, animals etc.





	Additional comments:
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