
Until we can find a native species that will perform in the same 

way in classroom photosynthesis experiments , we are using 

Egeria najas. (Don’t confuse it with Egeria densa)

Native to South America, it has narrow serrated leaves.  

Available as an aquarium oxygenator.

Can be set up in the same way as the activities in SSERC’s ‘Fun 

with Cabomba’ protocols.  

It will give a stream of bubbles from a cut end of stem and 

changes hydrogen carbonate indicator from orange to purple 

within about 20 min in bright light and to yellow in darkness within 

about 30 min.

Cabomba caroliniana  has been placed on the EU list of alien 

invasive species.

“Under European Union regulations, it is an offence in the UK to 

keep, cultivate, breed, transport, sell or exchange this species, or 
release it, intentionally or unintentionally, into the environment.”

Fun with photosynthesis......

Care with release to environment!


